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   Mr. Speaker, really in one sense, it does not matter how people vote on this resolution
because it has no effect, but some things need to be said about it. 

  

 

  

   Every Member here supports the troops. Every Member here applauds the sacrifices the men
and women of our Armed Forces have made. Every Member here understands that America
needs no one's permission to defend this country from attack. 

  

 

  

   But when American leaders choose to wage a preemptive war against a country that did not
attack the United States, when those leaders attempt to rally the American people to their
support on the basis of faulty information and bad intelligence, when that unilateral decision
costs more than 500 American lives, when it costs thousands of American wounded, when it
costs the lives of uncounted thousands of innocent civilians, that decision does not, despite the
claims of this resolution, it does not leave us in a stronger and safer position, as this resolution
falsely suggests. In fact, it could be argued it does just the opposite. 

  

 

  

   Are we really in a safer and stronger position when the world and our allies know that we went
to war unilaterally on the basis of wrong intelligence? Are we really going to be in a stronger
position to persuade the world to follow us the next time we tell them it is necessary to act; for
example, in the case of an American conclusion that North Korea has nuclear weapons? 
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   Are we really in a safer and stronger position in persuading more Americans to serve in the
military when they see that we rushed to war before 45,000 U.S. troops were supplied with the
ceramic inserts that they needed for their body armor, when they see their government did not
provide the shields that protect Humvees and their occupants from roadbed explosions, or when
they see that their government did not supply our troops with the electronic jammers needed to
protect those troops against remotely detonated bombs and mines? 

  

 

  

   Are we really in a safer and stronger position when we are forced to police Iraq largely on our
own, with little help from our allies? Have we really created a safer world when, by our actions,
we have told the Indians and Pakistanis, who have been close to nuclear war with each other,
that a doctrine of preemptive war is acceptable? Are we really as safe and strong as we would
be if we had not diverted to Iraq key personnel and taken intelligence resources away from the
crucial task of finding Osama bin Laden in Afghanistan? 

  

 

  

   Last night, many of us sang the praises of John Hume, the great Irish peacemaker. Hume
said last night that there has been no war in history that has not killed more innocent civilians
than it has combatants. 

  

 

  

   Are we really safer and stronger in a world where thousands of young Muslims now are being
told to hate the United States because we waged a war against a Muslim country that had not
attacked the U.S., rather than focusing like a laser on destroying the al Qaeda network which is
the justifiable target of our rage? 
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   Many Members who vote for this resolution today will do so despite the misstatements it
contains, because it contains an expression of support for our troops. Many who vote against it
will also do so because of the unwarranted assertions in this resolution that needlessly detract
from our focus on the sacrifices those troops have made. 

  

 

  

   Mr. Speaker, shame on the House leadership for drafting this resolution in a way that
needlessly divides us rather than unites us. By not allowing meaningful alternatives to be
debated and voted on, they do not promote democracy; they mock it. 

  

 

  

   Mr. Speaker, I am inserting in the RECORD after my statement a copy of the resolution on
which we should have been allowed to vote. 

  

 

  

   Resolution 

  

 

  

   Relating to the liberation of the Iraqi people and the valiant service of the United States Armed
Forces and Coalition forces. 
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   Whereas Saddam Hussein and his regime committed crimes against humanity, systematically
violating the human rights of Iraqis and citizens of other countries; 

  

 

  

   Whereas Saddam Hussein's terror regime subjected the Iraqi people to murder, torture, rape,
and amputation; 

  

 

  

   Whereas on March 16, 1988, Saddam Hussein's regime had and unleashed weapons of
mass destruction against Kurdish citizens, killing nearly 5,000 of them; 

  

 

  

   Whereas as many as 270 mass grave sites, containing the remains of as many as 400,000
victims of Saddam Hussein's regime, have been found in Iraq; 

  

 

  

   Whereas rape was used to intimidate the Iraqi population, with victims often raped in front of
their families; 
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   Whereas the regime punished the Marsh Arabs by draining the marshlands, which created
hundreds of thousands of refugees and caused an ecological catastrophe; 

  

 

  

   Whereas the Iraq Liberation Act of 1998 (Public Law 105-338), passed by the House of
Representatives by a vote of 360 to 38, made it United States policy to support efforts to
remove from power the regime headed by Saddam Hussein; 

  

 

  

   Whereas with the Iraqi regime failing to comply with 16 previously adopted United Nations
Security Council resolutions, the Security Council unanimously approved Resolution 1441 on
November 8, 2002, declaring that Iraq `has been and remains in material breach of its
obligations under relevant resolutions, including resolution 687 (1991), in particular through
Iraq's failure to cooperate with United Nations inspectors'; and 

  

 

  

   Whereas on October 10, 2002, the House of Representatives passed the Authorization for
Use of Military Force Against Iraq Resolution of 2002 (Public Law 107-243) and on March 19,
2003, the United States initiated military operations in Iraq: Now, therefore, be it 

  

 

  

   Resolved, That the House of Representativesâ€”
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acknowledges the belief on the part of some that the United States and the world have been
made safer with the removal of Saddam Hussein and his regime from power in Iraq and the
belief that a final judgment on the value of activities in Iraq cannot be made until Iraq is stable
and secure; 

  

   (2) commends the Iraqi people for their courage in the face of unspeakable oppression and
brutality inflicted on them by Saddam Hussein's regime; 

  

   (3) commends the Iraqi people on the adoption of Iraq's interim constitution; 

  

   (4) commends the members of the United States Armed Forces and Coalition forces for
liberating Iraq and expresses its gratitude for their valiant service; and 

  

   (5) urges the President-- 

  

   (A) to take all steps necessary to ensure that all members of the United States Armed Forces
serving in Iraq receive the best force protection equipment available, including protective body
armor and extra-armored wheeled vehicles capable of providing better protection against
explosive devices; 

  

   (B) to ensure that all members of the Armed Forces who suffer wounds or other injuries, or
who incur illness, while serving in Iraq receive complete, timely, and high-quality health care to
treat the short-term and long-term consequences of such wounds, injuries, and illnesses; 

  

   (C) to recognize the key contributions made by members of the reserve components of the
Armed Forces, and their families, in Operation Iraqi Freedom, and, in consultation with
Congress, to address immediately the disparity that exists for many Reserve and Guard
personnel between the pay they receive in civilian life and the military compensation they
receive when ordered to active duty; 
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   (D) to acknowledge that there were serious deficiencies in United States pre-war intelligence
on Iraq, particularly in light of the failure to find any evidence of significant weapons of mass
destruction programs, and to take steps now to improve intelligence so that United States
troops are better protected and future United States national security strategies are better
informed; 

  

   (E) to request sufficient funding immediately to fully support United States military operations
in Iraq and the surrounding region in order to ensure the safety and well-being of United States
troops deployed to Iraq and the surrounding region; 

  

   (F) to obtain far-reaching international participation in the securing, reconstruction, and
political development of Iraq so that the United States can reduce the number of its troops in
Iraq, and reduce the size of its financial commitment to Iraq operations; and 

  

   (G) to take steps to correct the failure of the United States Government to plan adequately for
the post-war occupation of Iraq, including the failure to integrate internal United States
Government studies and outside expert opinions that predicted the onset of guerrilla activity and
described how to promote effective reconstruction, democratization, and civil society
development activities, and the failure to apply those studies and opinions today in order to
improve current United States reconstruction efforts in Iraq; 

  

   (6) expresses deep sorrow and regret for the deaths of more than 550 and the wounding of
more than 3,500 members of the United States Armed Forces in Iraq and extends support to
their families; and 

  

   (7) expresses sorrow and regret for the deaths in Iraq of United States civilians, Untied
Nations personnel, unknown numbers of Iraqi civilians, and other noncombatants. 
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